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Five graduates of programs at the Center for Homeland Defense and
Security were among 35 members of a new Preparedness Task Force
announced April 7 by Department of Homeland Security Secretary
Janet Napolitano.
The Task Force comprises representatives from local, state, tribal and
federal government who have vast experience in the fields of homeland
security and emergency management. The group is charged with
assessing the state of the nation’s disaster preparedness and making
recommendations to Secretary Napolitano about ways to build resiliency
in communities across America.
"Enhancing preparedness across our nation requires close collaboration
between all levels of government," Secretary Napolitano said. "The
recommendations of this Task Force will help guide our ongoing efforts
to ensure the resilience of communities throughout the nation."
The Task Force will also engage Congressional partners, as well as the private sector and non-governmental and
development organizations through a variety of outreach activities.
CHDS graduates to serve on the Task Force include:
Charley English, state Director and Homeland Security Advisor, Georgia Emergency Management Agency (Master’s
Degree program)
Executive Leaders Program:
John Cary Bittick, Sheriff, Monroe County (Ga.) Sheriff’s Office
MaryAnn E. Tierney, Deputy Managing Director for Emergency Management, city of Philadelphia
Alan Dennis (A.D.) Vickery, Assistant Chief of Risk Management, Seattle Fire Department
Hans Kallam, Director, Colorado Division of Emergency Management
The Conference Report accompanying the 2010 DHS Appropriations Act called for a Task Force responsible for
"making recommendations for all levels of government regarding: disaster and emergency guidance and policy;
federal grants; and federal requirements"-with an emphasis on identifying preparedness policies, guidelines and
grant programs that should be updated and recommending paths forward to improve the nation’s collective
capabilities for preparing for disasters.
The Task Force will conduct regular meetings and expects to deliver recommendations in September 2010.
For more information, visit www.dhs.gov.
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